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CYNGOR CYMUNED YR YSTOG 
CHURCHSTOKE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 
E J Humphreys MA Oxf, CertHE Community Governance, FSLCC 

Clerc i’r Cyngor | Clerk to the Council 
 

2 Rowes Terrace, Plough Bank, Montgomery, Powys, SY15 6QD. 

 
MINUTES of COUNCIL ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING 

on Tuesday 30th March 2021 at 7.30pm 
held remotely on Zoom-Pro platform. 

 
1.0 Welcome, Attendance, Remote Meeting Etiquette and Apologies for 

Absence: to record attendance, to recap on the remote meeting etiquette, to 
receive and resolve if desired to approve absence(s) (paper 1 previously 
circulated). 
 
Attendance: Cllr B L Smith (Chairman), Cllr J Boundy, Cllr G Frost (Vice-
Chairman), Cllr J Jones, Cllr M J Jones, Cllr R K McLintock, Cllr A Richards, 
Cllr C P Smith, Cllr J N Wakelam, Cllr D N Yapp. 
 
The Chairman welcomed Councillors and Clerk to the council’s remote ordinary 
business meeting and reminded Members of the remote meeting etiquette. 
 
Apologies for absence approved by Council: None. 
 
Apologies for absence received: Cllr D L Powell. 
 
Other Members Absent: Cllr G Jameson. 
 
In attendance: E J Humphreys (Clerk to the Council). 
 

2.0 Declarations of Members’ Interests and Dispensations: to receive 
declarations of interest from Members in accordance with Part III of the Local 
Government Act 2000, which established the Local Government Code of 
Conduct for Members, and to note Members’ dispensations.  Members are 
asked to submit any declaration forms to the Clerk (papers 2a-b previously 
circulated). 
 
Members declared personal/ prejudicial interests at the start/ during the 
meeting as follows: 

Agenda 
Number 

Item Councillor Nature of Declaration 

5.5 Planning Applications M J Jones 

Personal & prejudicial interest as 
a member of Powys CC 
Planning, Taxi Licensing & 
Rights of Way Committee 

8.2 

Financial Year 2021-
22: Independent 
Remuneration Panel 
for Wales (IRPW): 

G Frost, R K 
McLintock, B L 
Smith, C P 
Smith, J N 

Personal not prejudicial interest 
excepted pursuant to paragraph 
12(2)(b)(iv) of the Code of 
Conduct as a Member of the 
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Annual Report for 
Payments to 
Members of 
Community & Town 
Councils 2021-22 

Wakelam Council 

 
3.0 Public Participation: to receive members of the public who wish to address 

the council in respect of any item of business included in the agenda.  Any 
member of the public wishing to speak must notify the Clerk to the Council no 
later than 15 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. 
None. 
 

4.0 Minutes of Previous Meetings 
4.1 To approve & sign the minutes as a correct record of the remote Ordinary 

Business Meeting 23rd February 2021 (paper 4.1 previously circulated). 
The minutes of the remote Ordinary Business Meeting 23rd February 2021 were 
reviewed. 
 
RESOLVED 
The minutes of the remote Ordinary Business Meeting 23rd February 2021 are 
approved and signed as a correct record. 
 

4.2 To report, for information purposes only, matters arising from the minutes of the 
remote Ordinary Business Meeting 23rd February 2021. 
None. 
 

5.0 Planning & Building Control 
5.1 Planning & Building Control Specific Correspondence: 

5.1.1 A Member of the Public: Ridgeway View: to receive correspondence 
from a member of the public and to endorse the Clerk’s reply (paper 
5.1.1 previously circulated). 
Council received correspondence from a member of the public 
regarding Ridgeway View. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC notes the correspondence from a member of the public regarding 
Ridgeway View and endorses the Clerk’s reply. 
 

5.1.2 Planning Aid Wales: to receive notice of training opportunities and to 
resolve if desired on attendance (papers 5.1.2a-b previously 
circulated). 
Council received details of the Planning Aid Wales training 
opportunities.  The Clerk asked Members to inform him if they wished 
to attend. 
 

5.1.3 Other planning specific correspondence: to receive and circulate for 
information such other planning and building control correspondence, if 
any, as will be brought to the attention of the council by the Clerk. 
None. 
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5.2 Powys CC Planning Determinations: to report from Powys CC notifying the 
community council of planning decisions, if any, in the community council area 
(papers 5.2a-b previously circulated). 
Council received notice of Powys CC planning determinations as follows: 

Ref. Site Powys CC Decision 

19/1782/FUL Land at Great Brithdir, Old Churchstoke Approve 

20/1374/FUL Outbuilding at Tan House, Churchstoke Approve 

20/1710/FUL The Brynkin, Green Lane, Churchstoke Consent 

20/2004/DIS Land adj Buttercup House, Churchstoke Approve 

21/0020/HH Yr Hen Ysgol, Hyssington Consent 

21/0109/AGR Chaseley Fields, Hall Bank Permitted Development 

21/0114/AGR Land at The View, Churchstoke Permitted Development 

 
5.3 Planning Inspectorate Appeals: Notice(s) of Appeal: to receive & resolve 

responses to Notices of Planning Appeal including but not limited to those listed 
below.  Later Notices may be considered at the discretion of the Chair. 

Ref. Appellant Site Description 

None. 

 
5.4 Pre-application Consultations by Developers: to receive & resolve responses to 

pre-application consultations by developers including but not limited to those 
listed below.  Later applications may be considered at the discretion of the 
Chair. 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

None. 

 
5.5 Planning Applications: to receive & resolve responses to consultations; full 

application(s) detail(s) at http://pa.powys.gov.uk/online-applications/?lang=EN 
including but not limited to those listed below.  Later applications may be 
considered at the discretion of the Chair. 
 
Declarations of Members’ Interests:  

• Cllr M J Jones having declared a personal and prejudicial interest left the 
meeting for this item. 

 
The Chairman referred Members to the consultations. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC responds to consultations on planning application as follows: 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

21/0279/FUL Mrs D Huber, 
Wenallt, SY16 6TG 

Land SE of Great 
Argoed, 
Churchstoke 

Siting of two holiday 
units, formation of 
parking area and all 
associated works 

S* 

*21/0279/FUL: CCC supports the application but notes the absence of detail 
specifying the type of compostable toilets to deal with foul sewerage, so urges 
the planning officers to seek such detail and be satisfied as to the 
environmental suitability and sustainability of the toilets. 

Action – Clerk to process 
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5.6 Applications for Works to Trees Subject to Tree Preservation Order or in a 
Conservation Area – to receive & resolve responses to consultations including 
but not limited to those listed below.  Later applications may be considered at 
the discretion of the Chair. 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

None. 

 
5.7 Planning Enforcement: 

5.7.1 From Powys CC: to receive a status update on enforcement at Maypole 
Bank, Hyssington (paper 5.7.1 previously circulated). 
Council received a status update from the county council stating: 

• The planning authority has an open enforcement case concerning 
the construction of access tracks and hedgerow removal at Maypole 
Bank 

• Having previously visited the site late last year, the planning officer 
will undertake a further site visit when Covid travel restrictions allow 
in order to review/compare the current situation 

• Once this visit has been undertaken the planning officer will be 
reviewing the matter internally again and discussing any appropriate 
action that is required. 

 
Members commented on the brevity of the update, lack of progress, 
and the requirement for fencing around coppicing. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC expresses dissatisfaction to the planning authority regarding the 
lack of progress and reminds planning enforcement officers of duty 
under planning regulations for conservation areas, and that Covid-19 
restrictions do not prohibit travel to work to re-inspect the area which is 
in open air. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

5.7.2 From other bodies to CCC: to report for information, planning 
enforcement matters, if any, within the community as will be brought to 
the attention of the council by the Clerk. 
None. 
 

5.7.3 From CCC to Powys CC: to report planning enforcement matters within 
the community. 
The Chairman invited Members to bring forward planning enforcement 
matters within the community for the attention of the planning authority. 
None. 

 
6.0 Recreation 
6.1 Village Green at Hyssington: to report, and resolve if desired, from CCC’s 

representative to the Friends of the Green and Horsewell (FOTGAH) (Cllr R K 
McLintock). 
Cllr R K McLintock reported that application for registration of the Green and 
Horsewell as village green has been submitted to the registration authority on 
26th February, and that its 3-person panel will sit to determine the application 
within a week. 
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6.2 Churchstoke Recreation Association (CRA): to receive a verbal update report, 

and resolve if desired, from CCC’s representative to the CRA (Cllr C P Smith). 
Cllr C P Smith indicated there is information to be received from CRA which 
has been supplied in confidence.  The Clerk advised that Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 S3 permits the need to receive 
recommendations or advice from other sources to be received or considered 
without presence of public and press. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC will receive and consider the report provided in confidence by CRA, under 
item 13 after exclusion of public and press. 
 

6.3 Playground: No Smoking Legislation: to receive information regarding new 
legislation in force 1st Mar’21 prohibiting smoking in playgrounds and to 
endorse the Clerk’s action to procure and install appropriate signage (papers 
6.3a-b previously circulated). 
Council received information regarding new legislation in force 1st Mar’21 
prohibiting smoking in playgrounds, and the Clerk reported on procuring and 
installing signage without delay. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC notes the new legislation in force 1st Mar’21 prohibiting smoking in 
playgrounds and endorses the Clerk’s prompt action to procure and arrange 
installation of appropriate signage without delay.  CCC also passes details of 
sign maker and sign template to Hyssington Village Institute via Cllr G Frost. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 
The Chairman thanked the Clerk for prompt action and Cllr D N Yapp for 
carrying out installation. 
 

7.0 Churchstoke CP School: potential closure and public consultation  
7.1 To receive copy correspondence from a member of the public (paper 7.1 

previously circulated). 
Council received copy of correspondence from a member of the public sent to 
Churchstoke CP School making several points of objection to the potential 
closure of the school.  Members commented on the thoroughness of the points 
raised by the sender. 
 

7.2 To receive further information from CCC’s representative to the School 
Governing Body (Cllr D N Yapp). 
Cllr D N Yapp, with Cllr M J Jones, reported and commented: 

• The School is awaiting a start date for the public consultation, which is 
expected after Easter, but remains disappointed and frustrated at lack of 
information to the school which makes a case for closure 

• Uncertainty is likely to harm the future of the school 

• Russell George MS has visited the village, noting the new housing 
developments, and may be able to exert leverage against closure 

• The importance of keeping border schools open. 
 

8.0 Finance and Assets 
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8.1 Finance Specific Correspondence: to receive and circulate for information such 
correspondence, if any, as will be brought to the attention of the council by the 
Clerk. 
None. 
 

8.2 Financial Year 2021-22: Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales (IRPW): 
Annual Report for Payments to Members of Community & Town Councils 2021-
22: to receive the report of the IRPW, to note determinations 42 & 50, and to 
resolve determinations 44 to 50 for the financial year 2021-22 (papers 8.2a-c 
previously circulated). 
The Chairman referred Members to the IRPW Annual Report 2021-22 setting 
out the determinations for various allowances, and expenses for approved 
duties.  The Clerk reported there are no changes from the year 2020-21. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC receives the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual Report 
2021-22, notes the mandated determinations 42 and 50 and sets non-
mandated determinations as follows: 

• 44 specific responsibilities: none 

• 45 travel costs for approved duties: by claim at the set rates 

• 46 overnight and subsistence for approved duties: by claim at the set rates 

• 47 financial loss for attending duties: by claim at the set rates 

• 48 payment to Civic Head (Chair): £100 

• 49 payment to Deputy Civic Heard (Vice-Chair): none 
unless any individual Member chooses to forgo part or all of the entitlement to 
any of these payments by giving notice in writing to the proper officer of the 
council. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

8.3 Items Received Since Last Meeting: to report for information. 
The Clerk reported items received since the last meetings as follows: 

Payer Description £ 

Powys CC Waste recycling proceeds Oct-Dec’20 44.20 

NatWest Bank Gross interest Feb’21 0.17 

M&G Investments Charibond dividend Nov’20-Jan’21 0.70 

Total 45.07 

 
8.4 Items for Payment: to resolve to approve items for payment as follows: 

The Chairman referred Members to the items listed for payment. 
 
RESOLVED: 
CCC authorises payments as follows: 

Chq Payee Description £ex vat £vat £total 

1342 
Churchstoke 
Recreation 
Association 

Comm’ Hall grant 2020-
21 

3,184.81 0.00 3,184.81 

1343 
Hyssington Village 
Institute 

Village Hall grant 2020-
21 

1,146.34 0.00 1,146.34 

1344 E J Humphreys MS-Office365 renewal 66.66 13.33 79.99 

1345 E J Humphreys Zoom Pro Mar’21 11.99 2.40 14.39 
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1346 
HM Revenue & 
Customs 

PAYE Q4 Jan-Mar’21 65.60 0.00 65.60 

1347 Gloversure Ltd 
Website Content 
Management System 

89.00 17.80 106.80 

1348 
Andrew Bromley 
Sign Writing 

Playground No Smoking 
Signs x3 A3 

45.00 0.00 45.00 

Total for authorisation this meeting 4,609.40 33.53 4,642.93 

To report gross payments mandated by IRPW 

1349 Cllr J Boundy 
Allowance 2020-21 Oct-
Mar 

£74.79 less income tax 

1350 Cllr G Frost 
Allowance 2020-21 Oct-
Mar 

£74.79 less income tax 

1351 Cllr R K McLintock 
Allowance 2020-21 Oct-
Mar 

£74.79 less income tax 

To report items previously authorised 

1352 E J Humphreys Clerk net salary Mar’21 As employment contract 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

8.5 Financial Balances: Consolidated Bank Balances: to report consolidated 
balances to date after transfers, receipts & payments. 
The Clerk reported on gross, ring-fenced funds & net available bank balances 
as follows: 

Item Current acc. £ Reserve acc. £ 

Gross balances 1,000.00 15,217.35 

Less consolidated ring-fenced funds 0.00 4,594.71 

Net balances available 1,000.00 10,622.64 

 
9.0 Highways & Rights of Way 
9.1 Highways & Rights of Way Specific Correspondence: 

9.1.1 Powys CC: C2151 at Bacheldre Water Mill: to receive advance 
information of temporary road closure 10-21 May’21 (papers 9.1.1a-b 
previously circulated). 
Council received advance notice and diversion map for temporary road 
10th to 21st May’21 for parapet repair works at Bacheldre Mill Bridge. 
 

9.1.2 Other Correspondence: to receive and circulate for information other 
highways/ rights of way correspondence, if any, as will be brought be 
brought to the attention of the council by the Clerk. 
None. 

 
9.2 Reports from CCC to Powys CC/ Shropshire Council: to report and resolve if 

desired, highways/ rights of way maintenance matters, if any. 
The Chairman invited Members to bring forward highways matters for the 
attention of the highways authorities. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC reports highways matters to Powys CC/ Shropshire Council as follows: 

a) A489 near the Blue Bell: potholes 
b) A489 near the Brickyard: potholes 
c) B4385 between Heblands and Bishops Castle: potholes 
d) A489 opposite Co-Op eastern car park entrance: potholes 



clerk@churchstoke.org www.churchstoke.org 

 

Minutes Ordinary Business Meeting 300321 Approved by Council.docx Page 8 of 13 
 

e) A489 near Ivy Cottage: potholes 
f) Caebitra brook near The Lack (grid ref 267 938): Right of Way footbridge 

collapsing. 
Action – Clerk to process 

 

 
Cllr A Richards left the meeting at this point. 
 

 
10.0 County Councillor & County Council Report: to receive a report, for 

information, from the county councillor & to discuss general Powys CC/ 
Shropshire Council matters 
a) Powys CC: Cllr M J Jones reported as follows: 

• Financial Year 2021-22: Budget has been settled with a council tax 
increase of 2.9% 

• Covid-19 Pandemic: Welsh Government continues to subsidise the 
council’s work on Covid response and recovery. 
 

b) Shropshire Council: no report. 
 

11.0 Correspondence 
11.1 One Voice Wales/ Society of Local Council Clerks 

11.1.1 OVW: Training: to receive details of training and to resolve if desired on 
attendance (paper 11.1.1 previously circulated). 
Council received details of remote training for Apr’21.  The Clerk asked 
Members to inform him if they wished to attend. 

Action – Members to notify 
& Clerk to process 

 
11.1.2 OVW: Joint One Voice Wales/SLCC Event 13th May’21: to receive 

details of the event and to resolve if desired on attendance (papers 
11.1.2a-b previously circulated). 
Council received notice, invitation and agenda for the joint conference.  
The Clerk recommended attendance. 
 
RESOVED 
CCC approves attendance at the joint OVW/SLCC event as an 
approved duty, and Members who wish to attend to notify the Clerk. 

Action – Members to notify 
& Clerk to process 

 
11.1.3 OVW: Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021: to receive a 

summary of key provisions of the Act affecting Community & Town 
Councils (paper 11.1.3 previously circulated). 
Council received summary of key provisions of the Act affecting 
Community & Town Councils.  The Clerk highlighted the General 
Power of Competence, and the provision for remote meetings to 
continue from 1st May. 
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11.1.4 OVW: Membership 2021-22: to receive and resolve an invitation to 
renew membership for 2021-22 on the recommendation of the Clerk 
(papers 11.1.4a-e previously circulated). 
Council received an invitation to renew corporate membership and a 
letter from the Chief Executive outlining the benefits of membership of 
OVW.  The Clerk recommended renewal of membership. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC renews its corporate membership of One Voice Wales for 2021-
22 at £253. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

11.1.5 For Circulation: to receive and circulate for information other OVW/ 
SLCC items of correspondence, brought to the attention of the council 
by the Clerk. 
The Clerk reported correspondence, highlighting certain items, which 
will be circulated electronically post meeting where electronic copies 
are available, and set out in appendix 1. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

11.2 General Correspondence: 
11.2.1 Craig Williams MP: Montgomeryshire Community Awards: to receive 

information and invitation to nominate for the awards, and to resolve 
nominations if desired (papers 11.2.1a-b previously circulated). 
Council received information and nomination forms for the awards. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC does not wish to nominate for the Montgomeryshire Community 
Awards 2021. 
 

11.2.2 For Circulation: to receive and circulate for information general 
correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of the 
council by the Clerk. 
The Clerk reported correspondence, highlighting certain items, which 
will be circulated electronically post meeting where electronic copies 
are available, and set out in appendix 2. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

12.0 Chairman’s Announcements, Items for Future Agenda & Date of Next 
Meeting 

12.1 Chairman’s announcements: to receive for information announcements from 
Chairman and Members. 
a) Cllr J Wakelam: reminded Members that the grounds maintenance contract 

year-2 starts on 1st April, and hopes that the contractor is able to undertake 
a grass cutting session before the Easter Bank Holiday. 

 
12.2 Items for future agenda: to bring forward for information items for consideration 

for future agenda. 
a) Cllr D N Yapp: Churchstoke CP School potential closure 
b) Cllr C P Smith: report from Churchstoke Recreation Association. 
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12.3 Date of next meeting for information: Tue 27th Apr’21, 7.30pm, to be held 
remotely. 
 

13.0 Confidential Session 
13.1 Resolution to Exclude the Public and Press: Under the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) to resolve that members of the public and 
press be requested to leave the meeting by reason of the [specified] 
confidential nature of the business about to be transacted. 
 
RESOLVED 
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) CCC resolves 
that members of the public and press be requested to leave the meeting by 
reason of the [specified] confidential nature of the business about to be 
transacted. 
 

13.2 Recreation Field Aeration: to receive and resolve quotations for recreation field 
aeration for 2021-22 [confidential reason: commercial contracts] (confidential 
papers 13.2a-b previously circulated).  Members are reminded of the 
confidential nature of the quotations and not to divulge or pass on the 
documents. 
Council received and considered two commercially confidential quotations. 
 
RESOVED 
CCC accepts the quotation of Jamie Jones for two aeration sessions to the total 
value of £400. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

13.3 Old Churchstoke Allotments: to receive and resolve tenders for fixed term 
tenancies from 1st Apr’21 (confidential papers 13.3a-b to follow).  Members are 
reminded of the confidential nature of the quotations and not to divulge or pass 
on the documents). 
Council received and considered two commercially confidential tenders for the 
plots. 
 
RESOLVED:  
CCC accepts the tenders for two year lets, with a landlord’s option to renew for 
a further three years on the same terms, and lets as follows:  

• Allotment 1: B P H Llewellyn 

• Allotment 2: B P H Llewellyn 

• Allotment 3: A L & R A Powell 

• Allotment 4: A L & R A Powell. 
Action – Clerk to process 

 
13.4 Churchstoke Recreation Association (CRA): to receive a verbal update report, 

and resolve if desired, from CCC’s representative to the CRA (Cllr C P Smith). 
[confidential reason: information provided in confidence by other sources]. 
The Chairman reminded Members of Council’s resolution at item 6.3 above, to 
receive and consider the report provided in confidence by CRA, after exclusion 
of public and press. 
Cllr C P Smith reported verbally information provided in confidence from two 
recent meetings of CRA at which it considered matters at the hall. 
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13.5 Confidential Correspondence [confidential reason: data protection of 

individuals]: to receive, and resolve if desired, such other business or 
correspondence of a confidential nature as will be brought to the attention of 
the council by the Clerk. 
None. 

 
Meeting ended – 9.09pm. 
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Appendix 1: One Voice Wales/SLCC correspondence circulated post meeting 
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Appendix 2: General correspondence received circulated post meeting 

 

 


